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Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council Expands STEM BEST® Program to Focus on High Demand Jobs 
STEM BEST H.D. Program will target computer science/information technology, health professions and 

advanced manufacturing 
 

Cedar Falls, Iowa (October 18, 2021) – The Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council has received a special appropriation 
from the Iowa Legislature to dramatically expand the STEM BEST (Businesses Engaging Students and Teachers) Program 
to help prepare students to enter job sectors that are in high demand. The STEM BEST H.D. (High Demand) Program is 
designed to prepare students for the workforce by providing awards of up to $40,000 to develop curriculum focused on 
skills needed in job sectors such as computer science/information technology, health professions and advanced 
manufacturing.  
 
The STEM BEST H.D. Program will help build partnerships between schools and businesses which allows educators and 
industry professionals to work together to develop curriculum and projects that prepare students for careers in these 
high demand sectors. 
 
“Connecting what's learned in classrooms to the skills and knowledge needed in the workplace is the mission of the 
STEM Council's STEM BEST program,” said Jeff Weld, executive director of the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council. 
“The scores of schools and businesses taking part already, representing hundreds of educators and employers alongside 
thousands of students, present a compelling case for progress toward that mission. We eagerly anticipate welcoming a 
variety of new STEM BEST partners shortly.” 
 
In a recent survey the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council sent to graduates of past STEM BEST Programs, 70% 
indicated their participation in the program helped influence their career path and 65% said it helped them develop an 
interest in a STEM-related field. Since the program’s launch in 2014, 80 new and expanded STEM BEST Programs have 
been created across the state—impacting more than 8,500 students. 
 
The funds can be used for: 

• Facility upgrades 

• Purchase of industry grade equipment 

• Acquiring additional space 

• Time for program planning with partners 

• Travel needs 

• Integrating curriculum into existing courses 
 
The STEM BEST H.D. Program Request for Proposals will be posted on Monday, October 18. For more information on the 
STEM BEST H.D. Program, please visit www.iowastem.org/besthd.  
  

### 
 

About the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council: Established in July 2011 via Governor’s Executive Order, the Iowa 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council is a public-private partnership of educators, companies and Iowa students and 
families addressing policies and programs designed to improve Iowa’s educational system focused on science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The STEM Council works to engage and prepare students for a career-

http://www.iowastem.org/besthd


ready workforce path, regain our state’s historic leadership position in education and provide a vital competitive 
economic advantage now, and for the future, to ensure that every Iowa student has access to world-class STEM 
education opportunities. The 62-member STEM Council is co-chaired by Governor Kim Reynolds and Foundation 
Analytical Laboratory Owner and Director of Technical Services Diane Young. For more information, visit 
https://iowastem.org. 
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