
  
Media Contact: 

Lindy Ibeling 
Communications Manager 

Governor’s STEM Advisory Council 
lindy.ibeling@uni.edu 

515-343-6262 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 8, 2021 

 
STEM BEST Program Supports Schools and Businesses to Expand Experiential Learning 

Applications for STEM BEST Program open March 8 
 

CEDAR FALLS, Iowa – The Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council is now accepting applications for the STEM BEST 
(Business Engaging Students and Teachers) Program, which brings schools and businesses together to provide students 
with real workplace experiences. The program helps students discover their passions while gaining career-ready skills 
and introducing them to businesses and career opportunities in Iowa.  
 
The STEM BEST Program encourages teachers and industry professionals to develop a work-based learning model that 
incorporates STEM subjects like mathematics and science with experiential learning opportunities to emphasize the 
necessary skills for the workplace. The awards can be used for the curriculum development and coordination, educator 
training and development in workplace-classroom integration, and preparing the work-based learning environment.  
 
The application is available to Iowa public and non-public school districts and buildings serving students in grades K-12. 
The deadline for submitting applications is May 10, 2021.  
 
The STEM Council has designated a portion of the state legislative funding to support the establishment of Iowa STEM 
BEST Program models across each of Iowa’s six STEM regions. Successful applicants will become an Iowa STEM BEST 
Program model of the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council. A total of 75 STEM BEST Program awards have been 
made throughout Iowa since 2014. 
 
Past STEM BEST Program award recipients are eligible to apply for expanding current programs. Award recipients for the 
2021-2022 STEM BEST Program will be announced in summer 2021.  
 
For more information about the STEM BEST Program or to submit an application for the program, visit 
www.iowastem.org/STEMBEST. 
 
 

### 
 
 
About the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council: Established in July 2011 via Governor’s Executive Order, the Iowa 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council is a public-private partnership of educators, companies and Iowa students and 
families addressing policies and programs designed to improve Iowa’s educational system focused on science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The STEM Council works to engage and prepare students for a career-
ready workforce path, regain our state’s historic leadership position in education and provide a vital competitive 
economic advantage now, and for the future, to ensure that every Iowa student has access to world-class STEM 
education opportunities. The 62-member STEM Council is co-chaired by Governor Kim Reynolds. For more information, 
visit https://iowastem.org.  
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