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2022 Future Ready Iowa Summit Announced 
Topics to amplify solutions for connecting education and the workforce 

 
Cedar Falls, Iowa (August 9, 2022) – The 2022 statewide Future Ready Iowa Summit: All Options on the Table will be 
held on Wednesday, September 21, 2022, at the Iowa Events in Des Moines. Presented by the Iowa Governor’s STEM 
Advisory Council and Future Ready Iowa, the Summit brings together Iowans from business and industry, education, 
nonprofits, trade organizations, professional societies, elected officials and students to amplify the public conversation 
about solutions for connecting education and the workforce. 
 
“Iowans are fortunate to have so many options for career-linked learning toward bright horizons,” said Jeff Weld, 
executive director of the Governor’s STEM Advisory Council. “The challenge we face is awareness of and access to all the 
opportunities. The mission of this year’s Future Ready Iowa Summit is, therefore, to showcase all the options on the 
table to accelerate Iowa’s growth and prosperity.”  
 
Two keynote speakers are scheduled to provide future-ready guidance to Iowa: Dr. Lisa Schulte Moore, MacArthur 
“Genius” awardee and professor of Natural Resource Ecology and Management and co-director of the Bioeconomy 
Institute at Iowa State University, and Air Force Colonel Raja Chari, a NASA astronaut and Cedar Falls native who recently 
returned to Earth after six months commanding the International Space Station. 
 
The Summit will feature remarks by Gov. Reynolds, a panel of business, culture and education futurists facilitated by 
Cedar Rapids Mayor Tiffany O’Donnell and dozens of sessions by leaders from across Iowa representing businesses, K-12 
education, higher education, economic development, workforce development, nonprofits and professional 
organizations.  
 
The event, which runs from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., is free and open to the public. For teachers, substitute reimbursement 
and licensure renewal credit are available at no additional cost.  
 
Registration is now open and additional information can be found at http://www.iowastem.org/2022Summit. 
 

### 
 

About the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council: Established in July 2011 via Governor’s Executive Order, the Iowa 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council is a public-private partnership of educators, companies and Iowa students and 
families addressing policies and programs designed to improve Iowa’s educational system focused on science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The STEM Council works to engage and prepare students for a career-
ready workforce path, regain our state’s historic leadership position in education and provide a vital competitive 
economic advantage now, and for the future, to ensure that every Iowa student has access to world-class STEM 
education opportunities. The 62-member STEM Council is co-chaired by Governor Kim Reynolds and Foundation 
Analytical Laboratory Owner and Director of Technical Services Diane Young. For more information, visit 
https://iowastem.org. 


