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MEDIA RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: DAY, October 22, 2020 

 
 New Appointments Made to the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council 

 
CEDAR FALLS, Iowa – Six new appointments have been made to the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council, which was 
created in July 2011 to strengthen and expand interest in and awareness of STEM in Iowa. The STEM Advisory Council is 
comprised of representatives from all over the state, including leaders in higher education and business, Pre-K through 
12 formal and informal educators, nonprofit leaders as well as state and local government officials.  
 
“The STEM Council brings together individuals with diverse backgrounds to collaborate on strategies to provide STEM 
programs, events and resources for all Iowans,” said Gov. Kim Reynolds, STEM Council co-chair. “STEM education is a 
critical component for a 21st Century education, and we appreciate the investment and collaboration from our new 
council members as we continue to expand these opportunities to Iowans.” 
 
 The new STEM Council appointments are: 

• Calvin Carter, postdoctoral fellow and researcher, University of Iowa  
• Gabe Glynn, CEO and co-founder, MākuSafe 
• Dan Harbeke, public policy and government affairs manager, Google 
• Kathleen Kay, senior vice president, Principal Financial  
• Somchai Rice, assistant scientist, Midwest Grape and Wine Industry  
• Brian Waller, president, Technology Association of Iowa 

 
Additionally, a number of current members are reappointed to the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council: 

• Emily Abbas, senior vice president and chief marketing officer, Bankers Trust 
• Patrick Barnes, program director, Global STEM, John Deere Moline Technology Innovation Center 
• Emily Fuerst, director of research and development, Crop Technologies, Kemin Industries, Inc. 
• Jessica Hyland, executive director, Iowa Biotechnology Association 
• Laurie Phelan, president and CEO, Iowa Jobs for America's Graduates 
• Joyce Pingel, CEO and founder, Epiphany, LLC 
• Tod Santel, senior director of engineering, Collins Aerospace 

 
For more information on the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council, visit www.iowastem.gov.  

 
### 

 
About the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council: Established in July 2011 via Governor’s Executive Order, the Iowa 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council is a public-private partnership of educators, companies and Iowa students and 
families addressing policies and programs designed to improve Iowa’s educational system focused on science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The STEM Council works to engage and prepare students for a career-
ready workforce path, regain our state’s historic leadership position in education and provide a vital competitive 
economic advantage now, and for the future, to ensure that every Iowa student has access to world-class STEM 
education opportunities. The 62-member STEM Council is co-chaired by Governor Kim Reynolds. For more information, 
visit https://iowastem.gov/. 


