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Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council Releases 2019-2020 STEM Evaluation Report 
STEM Council uses independent assessment to inform progress and direct resources  

 
CEDAR FALLS, Iowa – The Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council released the 2019-2020 Iowa STEM Evaluation 
Report, which highlights the statewide impact of STEM Council’s programs on PreK-12 students and teachers across the 
state. The independent assessment examines eighteen indicators ranging from student interest in STEM, public support 
of STEM, and postsecondary majors and career trends in STEM. 
 
“Iowans expect a return on their investment in STEM education, and this annual study of our work by the state’s 
universities provides a clear and thorough measure of progress,” said Jeff Weld, executive director of the Governor’s 
STEM Advisory Council. “Although we’re pleased with the many gains seen in student achievement, educator 
confidence, and public support, there remain many opportunities to improve so that all young Iowans can be assured an 
excellent STEM education. That is what drives us.” 
 
Highlights of the report include: 
 

• In 2019-20, 96% of Iowans said STEM education should be a priority in their local school district. 

• Nearly 87% of Iowans support state efforts to devote resources and develop initiatives to promote STEM 
education. 

• Students who participated in the STEM Scale-Up Program performed better on state assessments than students 
who did not receive STEM Scale-Up Programming. In 2016-2018, STEM Scale-Up Program participants scored an 
average of five points higher in mathematics and four points higher in science for sixth to 10th grade students. 

• Among educators taking part in the STEM Scale-Up Program, 96% agreed or strongly agreed that they now have 
more confidence to teach STEM topics and 95% have increased their STEM knowledge. 

• Students who participated in a Scale-Up Program in 2018-2019 were more interested in working in Iowa when 
they graduate compared to their non-participating peers statewide (85% to 79%). 

• The number of minority students enrolled in STEM coursework has increased by +5.9% in science, +3.2% in 
technology, +3.1% in engineering, +6% in mathematics and +4.9% in health in the last seven years. 

• Iowa university enrollees who took part in the STEM Scale-Up Program in kindergarten through grade 12 were 
22% more likely to major in a STEM field.  

• Community college STEM diplomas, certificates and degrees increased 8% among white graduates and 31% 
among minority graduates compared to 2013. 

• STEM jobs pay an average of $22,916 higher per year at $70,250 compared to $47,334 for all other jobs.  
 
Due to the pandemic, Iowa’s statewide standardized tests were not administered in 2019-20. Some annual indicators 
monitored by STEM evaluators are therefore not available for this report.  
 
“Iowa’s emphasis on STEM education is opening new doors for students to explore exciting, innovative careers and find 
something that they are passionate about,” said Gov. Reynolds. “As we have seen from this year’s report, STEM 
coursework has not only become more available across our state, but it’s a game changer for many underserved 
communities. I applaud the efforts of Jeff Weld and the Governor’s STEM Advisory Council and look forward to building 
on this success to make sure that the unlimited opportunities that exist in Iowa are available to every single Iowan.”   
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The Iowa STEM Evaluation Report is conducted by a collaboration of partners from Iowa’s three Regent universities: the 
University of Northern Iowa’s Center for Social and Behavioral Research (CSBR), the Iowa State University Research 
Institute for Studies in Education (RISE) and Iowa Testing Programs at the University of Iowa.  
 
To view the entire report, please visit http://IowaSTEM.org/iowa-stem-evaluation.  
 

### 
 
About the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council: Established in July 2011 via Governor’s Executive Order, the Iowa 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council is a public-private partnership of educators, companies and Iowa students and 
families addressing policies and programs designed to improve Iowa’s educational system focused on science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The STEM Council works to engage and prepare students for a career-
ready workforce path, regain our state’s historic leadership position in education and provide a vital competitive 
economic advantage now, and for the future, to ensure that every Iowa student has access to world-class STEM 
education opportunities. The 62-member STEM Council is co-chaired by Governor Kim Reynolds. For more information, 
visit https://iowastem.org.  
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