
 

IOWA CLASSROOMS + WORKPLACES 
SUMMIT 2024 

 

 
 

produced by the Governor’s STEM Advisory Council  
at the Iowa Department of Education and partners 

 
 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED (free): https://iowastem.org/2024Summit 
 
 
Wednesday, April 10, 2024 – 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 
Iowa Classrooms + Workplaces Summit 
Iowa Events Center  |  Community Choice Credit Union Convention Center  
730 Third Street | Des Moines, Iowa  
Grand Ballrooms  
 
 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES: Emily Abbas, STEM Council Member and EVP, Chief 
Consumer Banking and Marketing Officer Bankers Trust 
 
 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Registration – Continental Breakfast and Networking 
 
9:30 to 10:00 a.m. Welcome – The Honorable Kim Reynolds, Governor of Iowa (invited) 

and 
 Diane Young, Owner and Director of Technical Services, Foundation Analytical 

Laboratory, Inc., Co-Chair, Governor’s STEM Advisory Council 
 and 

McKenzie Snow, Director, Iowa Department of Education  
and 
Justin Lewis, STEM Bureau Chief - Innovation Division, Iowa Department of 
Education 

 
10:00 to 10:30 a.m. Opening Session – “Credentials to Careers” 

Christy Hovanetz, Ph.D., Senior Policy Fellow for ExcelinEd 
 
 

Focused on work-based, 
career-connected, 
experiential, and 

community-applied learning 
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TRANSITION 
 
10:40 to 11:30 a.m. Plenary Session – “The Future of Innovation and STEM: CS and AI Education as a 

Foundation” 
Code.org Chief Academic Officer Pat Yongpradit presenting with 
Hannah Weissman, Code.org Director of Policy, moderating 

 
   TRANSITION 
 
11:30 to 12:00 p.m. LUNCH and Networking 
 
12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Lunch Time Keynote Address - “The Importance of Science Education 

in our World Today” by Kemin Industries Human Nutrition and Health 
Global Director of Research and Development Rebecca Lucas 
 
AND 
 
Iowa STEM Teacher Awards Recognition, sponsored by Kemin 
Industries 

 
1:00 to 1:05 p.m. TRANSITION to 1st Breakout Session Rooms 
 
1:05 to 1:45 p.m. Breakout Sessions 1 
 
 Giving context to algebra, geometry = enthusiastic students and future workforce 

(overcoming the stigma of mathematics) 
Description: “When are we ever going to use this in real life?" In this session, hear from educators 
who harness student interest by integrating high-level mathematics and hands-on, real-world 
projects through coupling courses like Algebra and Business; Geometry and Career; and 
Technical Education. 

 
 Embracing Concurrent Enrollment Coursework to Up the Ante in WBL Programs 

Description: High school students in Iowa can take college-level courses for free in the state of 
Iowa. During this session, staff from the Iowa Department of Education, Iowa Lakes Community 
College, teachers and students from an Iowa school district, and business/community partners will 
present an overview of Senior Year Plus programming in Iowa, including concurrent enrollment 
courses, the summer college credit program and career academies. Session attendees will learn 
how to make connections between concurrent enrollment coursework and work-based learning 
programs. 

 
   Advancing Classroom + Workplace Partnerships: Teachers in the Workplace 

Description: This section will focus on finding creative solutions to these common questions by 
giving teachers hands-on experiences at community workplaces. STEM Teacher Externships 
and Micro-Externships are transforming how educators teach and the learning experience for 
students while enhancing the work of business partners and creating a workforce pipeline. 
Participating teachers have found these programs to be some of the most valuable professional 
development experiences of their careers. Hear from industry professionals, educators, students 
and program staff to find out how these two programs can benefit community business partners, 
teachers and students all while building Classroom + Workplace Partnerships. 

 
1:45 to 1:50 p.m. TRANSITION to 2nd Breakout Session Rooms 
 
1:50 to 2:30 p.m. Breakout Sessions 2 
 
 Connecting Science Classrooms to STEM Experiences in the Community 

Description: This session will connect community stakeholders and provide a forum for sharing 
and discussing strategies for designing STEM experiences outside of the classroom (e.g., 
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workplace, community science, etc.). An emphasis will be placed on building community 
partnerships and potential models for students at different age levels. 
 

 Credentials in Action: Elevating CTE Classrooms with Industry Recognized 
Credentials 
Description: Embark on a transformative journey where education meets industry relevance! Join 
our breakout session to explore innovative strategies for aligning Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) classrooms with the latest industry-recognized credentials (IRCs). This session will delve 
into dynamic and achievable approaches that bridge the gap between classroom learning and 
credentialing that propels students toward successful and fulfilling careers. 

 
   Youth Voice on Embedding STEM Careers through Individual Career and Academic  
   Plan (ICAP)  
 Description: Join us for a session that combines career discussions with youth spanning PK to 20 

and a thorough exploration of ICAP's core areas, including a focus on STEM careers. You will get 
first hand stories from Iowa's youth, school and businesses that are fully embracing career 
development, particularly within STEM fields. We will start with a quick intro to ICAP and highlight 
districts that are leading the way. Then, we will dive into roundtable discussions that focus on 
integrating insights on STEM careers and supporting students with career exploration. Engage, 
exchange ideas and walk away with innovative strategies to seamlessly weave exploration and 
STEM careers into your school's program! 

 
2:30 to 2:35 p.m. TRANSITION to 3rd Breakout Session Rooms 
 
2:35 to 3:15 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS 3 
 
 Leveraging Community Partnerships to Expand Computer Science Education 

Description: Discussion and examination of how to take computer science education to the next 
level by incorporating community partnerships into the classroom. 
 

 Scaling Work-Based Learning through School+Business Partnerships 
Description: Hear from education leaders, students and community leaders about the importance 
of work-based learning and the partnerships formed through these experiences. Participants will 
come away with ideas for inspiration, resources to explore and a network of practitioners to tap 
into. 

 
   Ways to Expand STEM Education Opportunities: STEM Scale-Up Program and  
   Beyond 

Description: The Iowa STEM Scale-Up Program has been in existence since 2012. Aligning with the Iowa 
STEM Council's mission to increase interest and achievement in STEM studies and careers through 
school+business partnerships, the percentage of students very interested to live and work in Iowa upon 
completing their studies is six (6) percentage points higher for those who took part in STEM Scale-Up 
Program. Educators who took part in the STEM Scale-Up Program increased their confidence to teach STEM 
topics (94%) and are better prepared to answer students' STEM-related questions (93%). Join this session to 
find out more about how you can be an engaged partner with this impactful program. 

 
3:15 to 3:20 p.m.  TRANSITION to Grand Ballroom  
 
3:20 to 3:30 p.m. Closing Remarks – The Honorable Kim Reynolds, Governor of Iowa (invited) 
 
  


